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OF THE 


Mitre and Purſe, 


IN WHICH 


The Firſt and Second Parts of the ſe- 
cret Hiſtory of the White Staff are 
fully conſidered, and the Hypocriſy 
= Villanies of the STAFF himſelf 
are laid open and Detected. 
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Quo teneam Vultus Mutantem Protea Nodo ? Virg. 
He left not Faction, but of that was left. 
FO Dryden's Abs. and Achit 
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TE 
THE 


HISTORY 


OF THE 


Mitre and Purſe: 


36 H E 1 thas has 
been hired to raiſe a Duſt 
e in order to blind People's 
KK Eyes from ſeeing clearly in- 
to the White Staffs true Character, ha- 
ving acquitted himfelf of that Filthy 
Work, by a ſecond endeavour, it may 
not be amiſs for a more generous and 
Diſintereſted Hand to do what in him 
lies towards ſetting Things in a true 
Light, that Juſtice and Truth may 
take Place of Delamation and alte. 


hood. 
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Not, that it does not prove Irkſome 
to a Man whoſe Education and Prin- 
ciples lead him to other Views than 
an Inſight into Miſcarriages under the 
Reign of a Queen, (whoſe Memory 
will always be dear and ſacred to him) 
to look back on ſome Proceedings that 
may ſeem toFreflet on that Princeſs in 
the choice of her Prime Miniſter: 
But the neceſſity of the Times requires 
it, and I find my felf oblig'd with all 
the Reſpect due to a deceas'd and in- 
jur'd Sovereign to take chis Jewel. 
ei In HERG.” 555 

And, who can go forward with, and 
compleat it? Who can reſcue the great 
Names I have taken upon me to de- 
fend, from the Vile Stabs of an; inſo- 
tent Detractor, and more Cruel Aſſaſ- 
ſin than even Gaiſpaard himſelf; with- 
out giving a Looſe to his Paſſions, and 
Launching out into Expreſſions that 
may perhaps be too unguarded? Who 
can, without doing Violence to his 
Temper hear the Sacred Character of a 
Biſhop, who for Learning, Piety, Po- 
Hteneſs, and Sagacity may be rendred 
equal to the Brighteſt Luminaries of 
the Proteſtant Church, accus'd of De- 
ſigns to introduce Popery, and of utte- 
6% * i \ K ring 


5 
ring Blaſphemies, that the moſt aban- 
don'd Profligate - might Tremble to 
give into? Yet: theſe are the Arts that 
are now put in Practice and made uſe 
of torun dawn, depretiate; and Wound 
the whole Hieraroby, thiy* that Vene- 
rable Aſſertor of: the Rights of the 
Church ob Eglaud's, Sides. From 
theſe neither isi the molt incorrupted 
Fidelity Safe, fe the greateſt Diſpen- 
ſer of La wand Equity free. Even the 
Tender Sex muſt come in for her Share 
of Reproaches, and Ingratitude / does 
not ſtick to calumniate that Lady, by 
whoſe means tlie Staff himſelf was 
re- introduced at Court, aſtet he had 
been thrown out of it for Endeavou- 
ring to ſupplaſt that NohlegPerſon of 


* 


the ſame; Name that firſt btouglit him 
into it: So fay ds /the Author of the ſe- 


eret H iſtory in the Ri gl. t, for Aying, 
Me are not without Examples whert ſuch 
encroaching Inſfnumeuts, hive ſupplanted 
thoje, who went bef, ore them, nay her very 


Beurfactors,: and _ ſlipt into the Chair of 


Management: at the Expence of thoſe that 
raiſed them ta that Pomer, and whoſe Crea- 
teres they were. %% „ 


© a 


New what Grounds the Writer had 
for the | abovemention'd Abuſes will 
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(5) 
beſt appear by having Recourſe to 
Mathis of Fact; with cannot be 
more fairly done, than by reciting, as 
far as paſt Occurrences will Enable us, 
the ſteps they have ſeverally taken 
from their Firſt Entrance upon the 
Stage of Action till their going oft 
from it. Which muſt of Courſe diſ- 
cover who have contributed moſt to 
the Preſervation of our Laws and Im- 
munities, the Sta, whoſe Shoulders 
are there ſaid to be only fit to ſupport 
the Weight of Government; or the Mi- 
tre and Parſe whom we no ways lift a- 
bove their known Dignity and De- 
ſert, by being brought in Competition 
witch him, 1-3 i 
To begin with the Two laſt, We 
ſhall find the Mitre, from a Private to 
a Publick Station, always contending 
with Spiritual Wickedneſs' in High Places. | 
We ſhall fee him from his firſt Dawn 

to his Meridian Hight looking for- 
ward towards the Reward of a good 
Conſcience void of Offence towardsGod 
and Man. Hes works will praiſe him in the | 
Gate, and his Labours will bear Teſti» | 
mony, with what Anxiety and Care, 
he has ever conſulted” the Honour and 
Dignity of the Church, and been an 
1 Advocate 


m 
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He never ſtoop'd to mean Compliances 
to better his Fortunes, or made his 
Court to the Rulers of the Church by 
Sapping the Foundations of it; witneſs 
his Immortal Writings whereby he has 


as eminently diſtinguiſh'd himſelf in 


C7) 
Advocate for his Brethren the Clergy. 


Ia the Univerſity, in the Convocation, 
in the Court, his whole Thoughts 

have been bent on the e 
and Advancement of the 


Aim, he was rather an Ornament to 


abliſh'd 
Religion, and in whatſoever Station it 
pleas'd God and his Superiors to place 


Preferment, than Preferment to him. 


n its Defence, as his Oppoſers have by gi- 
8 ving up the Rights of it: In a Word 


4 

4 
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as he was ever preſent to himſelf, ſo 
he has always been abiding by thoſe 
- wholeſome Doctrines he ſuck'd in from 
his Infancy. He knows not what it 
is to depart from the Vindication of 


what he thinks himſelf oblig'd by the 
molt Sacred Tyes of Oaths and every 


Thing elſe that is binding, to defend; 
- and, if in few Caſes he has made uſe 
okt what ſome People fallly call Aſperity; 


if he has been for Pezalties when he 
law Perſuaſions could not bring over 
Diflenters to that Communion which 

| the 
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the great Law of the Goſpel, and that | 


of the Land had Authorized to be Na- 


tional; if he was jealous of Entlea- 
vours on Foot (as Endeavours 


will be, while Our Church is the Glo- 


ry of the Reformation) to leſſen the 
Reverence and eſteem: that is due to 


the molt Learned and Orthodox Clergy 
in the whole Univerſe ;; how could it 
be poſſible that on any of theſe Ac- 
counts he could be chargeable with 
being in the Intereſt of Popery, eſpeci- 
ally ſince he never advanced one Te- 
net in all his Writing or Sermons that 
look that way? But he mas for the Schis 
BILL, ſay the Weak Diſputants a- 


gainſt him, and the Schiſm Bill was brought 
in to introduce Popery,' therefore the 


Biſh—— is in the Intereſt of Popery. 
When that very Bill which the STAFE 
boaſts of Caſtrating, was intended as 


the moſt Effectual means of Extin- 
guiſhing the Hopes of the Pretender, 
and, by bringing over ſuch as differ'd 


from the Church in ſome few Particu- 


lars, of Uniting us into one joint Inte- 
reſt againſt the Papiſts, between Whom 
and us there is a much wider Diſagree- 


ment, and who are under ſtricter Ob. 


ligarions not to recede from the Do- 
Arine 
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Arine they have imbib'd from Educa- 
tion and the Subtilty of their Prieſts; 
So much for the Mitre at this Time, 
till our Obervations on the Proceeding 
of the STAFF call him upon the 
Stage again, who as an Inferior Cler- 
gyman acted after ſuch an intrepid 
manner as plainly ſhew'd him not to 
ſeek the Office of a Biſhop, tho' he that 
ſeeketh it ſeeketh a Good Office, but to be 
ſought by ir, ſince notwithſtanding he 
might attain it by the Intereſt of the 
STAFF, it is next to a Demonſtration 
he gain'd little or nothing by it, his 
Deanery and other Spiritual Prefer— 
ments being of greater Value than the 

Biſh —rick. 
As for the PURSE, if he was ever 
led into any Miſtakes, it was through 
his Implicite Attachment to the Inte- 
reſt of the STAFF : They liv'd tage- 
ther as Brethren, and were bred up thto?: 
the Prejudices of their Parents under 
one and the fame Inſtructor. This 
made them for a Conſiderable Time 
purſue the ſame Meaſures, and at the 
Beginning of the late Revolution, 
When they came to fit in Parliament 
where they were curious Obſervers ot 
the Steps that were taken by the moſt 
B knowing 
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(10) 
knowing Members to have an Eye to- 
wards the Votes of Sir Chriſtopher Muſ- 
grave, Sir Edvard Seymour and other 
Worthy Patriots that would in no 
Caſe whatſoever give up the Rights 
of Church or State. But it was whol- 
ly owing to the Solicitations and Con- 
victions of the PURSE, that the 
STAFF whoſe Father could whine 
and Cant moſt enormouſly, and had 
Stiffen'd his Son's Temper into a very 
ſerious Bent, could be any ways indu- 
ced to vote with them. At laſt th 
both got themſelves into ſeveral Black 
Liſts by adhering to the Tory Party, 
and having ſeen their Names expos'd 
in ſeveral ſcandalous Libels written b 
the Whigs ide, were accounted Staunch 
Churchmen, as molt certainly the 
PURSE continued from the firſt of 
his renouncing the Errors of Educati- 
on. It is here to be noted that both 
theſe Gentlemen were bred to the Law 
and Studied it at the Inns of Court : 
But the Staff finding Coke upon Little- 
ton a dry Study, and his Fellow Stu- 


| dent a much greater Proficient in the 
| L C Art and Miſtry of Haranguing at the 
| Bar, thought it more adviſeable, and 


perhaps more gainful, to turn e 
0 


Ei) 

of Cauſes in the S- n- te, where 
he had his Eyes upon what would ſet 
him into the Road of Preferment upon 
all Occaſions. He had not long ſitten 
in the Houſe but he perceiv'd ſeveral 
Members through the Dexterity of the 
Courtiers, who could not otherwiſe 
bring them over to their Party, often 
made Proſelytes to Preferment ; and 
that theſrewas ſome valuable Poſt of 
Profit generally laid in their Way, as 
a Bait to make them change their Par- 
ty, that open'd loudeſt againſt Miſ- 
managements. in Publick Employs : 
Therefore he reſolv'd to put in for the 
Prize and to make uſe of the ſame 
Meaſures for obtaining it. In the car- 
rying on of this Project he had fre- 
5 Opportunities of diſplay ing the 
rtifices Which he was naturally Ma- 
ſter of, and Cajoling of young Members 
at their firſt Appearance in the Houſe 
into his Meaſures, till in Proceſs of 
Time he grew very Conſiderable, and, 
by the means of his Papils who could 
tell Noſes at a Diviſion, if they could not 
make Speeches, was thought Worthy of 
being invited to ſide with the Court 
by Vertue of the Abovemention'd Al- 
lurements. This was ſuggeſted to the 
B 2 King 
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King by one of 9 State 
in the Year 1697, who made His Ma- 
jeſt y 1 with his Talent, and 
how uſeful it would be to his Affairs 
at that Juncture, which ſeemed to re- 
quire ſome ſtanding Forces after the 
Concluſion of the Peace at Ryſwick, and 
which would certainly be embarraſs'd 
by his Oppoſition. But that Prince, who 
perfectly knew the Man, and the Spi- 
rit of Diſſimulation which he was a- 
gitated by, was too unreſerv'd and 
open of Heart himſelf, to admit of the 
Propoſal : And gave for Anſwer, he 
could by none aus think his Council ſafe in 
the Breaſt of one, 'who was of ſo verſatile 
and Changeable a Temper, as to keep a ſe- 
cret no longer than it ſuited with his. Ca- 
pricious and volatile Temper, to which 
he added, That he tra ſted in God the 
Friends to the Pablick Welfare would be 
more numero in Parliament, than thoſe 
that ſought only their Private "Advantage. 
But that Wiſe Prince found himſelf. 
miſtaken, for when he had recommen- 
ded the Keeping a ſufficient Number. 
of Troops on Foot, which feem'd the 
more neceſſary. then on the Account 
of the King of Spaiz's Illneſs, which, 
ſome time after ended in that Mon- 
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arch's Death, none more violently op- 
pos'd the Motion made for that Pur- 
poſt in Conjunction with the PURSE 
1d other Friends, than the STAFF, 
hs under the Pretext of Aſſerting 
the Liberties of the People, and Vin- 
dicating the juſt Rights of the Subject, 
which were thereby expos'd to the 
preateſt Danger, | more and more 
popular and had ſuch a prevalence at 
laſt,” as. to be more than a Match, for 
Mr. Montague (now E. of Halifax) who 
at that Time of Day with the Gentle- 
men who gave into his Sentiments, Was 
accounted able Enough to carry any 
one Queſtion he thought fit to propoſe 
to be put to the Houle. 
_ Nay the STAFF and his Adherents, 
whom I ſhall not altogether leave with- 
out Excuſe for denying a Requeſt that 
might have been productive of ill E- 
vents from the greatneſs of its Lati- 
tude, were not content to ſucceed in 
their Endeavours for a Bill to disband 
the Army, whereby only 7000 Men 
were left upon the Engliſh Eſtabliſh- 
ment, and 12000 upon the Triſh, but 
when his Majeſty had, not without 
Reluctance, in Conſideration of the 
Nation's being too much expoſed, 
pals'd that Bill into an AR, and * 
| te 
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ted his Deſires to a few Body- Guards, 
who had ſerved him from his Infancy, 
and been with him, in every Attion 
wherein he had ever been eagaged, 
and by ſo being, had endear'd them- 
ſelves to his Majeſty; no ſooner was 
the Kings Meſſage brought into the 
Houſe, tho? out of a more than Ordi- 
nary complacency of Temper, he had 
not only ſign'd it, but written it every 
Word with his own Hand, but he 
clamour'd againſt the Purport of it, 
moved an Addreſs to the King againſt 
thoſe that Adviſed it, and obtain'd at 
laſt, not with iome Difficulty, to have it 
entirely rejected. The Meſſage ran thus. 
William R. 

c IS Majeſty is pleaſed to let the 

* Houſe know, that the ne- 
0 aer Preparations are made for 
Tranſporting the Guards that came 
* with Him into Exgland: and that he 
© intends to ſend them away imme- 
* diately, unleſs out of Conſideration 
to him the Houſe be diſpos'd to find 


* a way for continuing them longer in 


© his Service which his Majeſty will 
take very kindly. 

Thus was the Man that boaſt's him-- 
telf to be early in the Meaſures of the 
, Revolution 
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Revolution, and by his Hireling Scrib- 
lers moſt inſolently tell's the World, 
that he was one of the Firſt that gave into 
the Scheme of ſettlina the Succeſſion of 
the Crown upon the preſent Illuſlrious Fa- 


mily that enjoys it, at the Head of thoſe 
Who oppos'd all the Meaſures of that 
Prince who left us that valuable Lega- 
cy; and thus did he recommend himſelf 


tothe Good Graces of the Preſent King 
and his Royal Progeny, who have too 


great a value for the Memory of a Prince 


that a little before his Death provided 
for Poſterity by an Entail, Which was 
wholly owing to that deceas'd King, 
and communicat ed by him to his 
Council, ſoon after the Death of the late 
Duke of Gloceſter. 


This declared Averſion to comply 


With his Sovereign, puſh'd him upon 


Experimeats, of doing what in him lay 
to get into the Favour of the immedi- 


ate Succeſſor, which he knew no other 
ways to bring about, than by continu- 
ing to aſlume the Character of one that 


Would never deviate from the Intereſt 


of the Court Party, well knowing 
that her late Majeſty, then Princeſs of 
Denmark, had ſome Grudging {till re- 
| {ting upon her in Relation to ſome 


Miſrepreſenrations, 


(16) 
Miſrepreſentations, concerning the 
Kings Conduct towards Her. Ac- 
cordingly as the Gentlemen who were 
made to believe that Deſigns were in 
Agitation to alter the Settlement, and 
bring in another Bill of Excluſion, 
could not but reſent ſuch Extrajudicial 
Machinations, ſo they could pitch on 


no one to preſide in the Chair of the 


Enſuing Houſe of Commons, than 
Him who by his Sedulity and Vigilance 


to provide for himſelf, was thought all © 


the while to be wholly buſied in ma- 
king Proviſion for the Legal Inheri- 
tance of the next Immediate Heir, 
Wherefore he was no ſooner named 
for their Sp——r, but the Majority 
was declared on his ſide, and he pre- 
ſented co the King and accepted, SY 

Now, had the STAFF a Game to 


play that required the greateſt Dexte- 


rity and Addreſs, ſince in this Station, 
if he went into the Court Meaſures he, 
would wholly loſe himſelf with thoſe 
that took Part with the Country, or if | 


C 
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he declared openly for the latter, he 


would inevitably be in no Condition 
of deceiving the Firſt. He therefore 


for ſome Time ſtood Neuter, till find- 


ing the Tide of Complaints run high 
againſt 


| 


1 
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2 4 againſt the Court and Enquiries after 
£ Miſmanagement at Helm Multiply 
© * themſelves, he underhand Encourag'd 
n the Purſuit of them, and tho' as a Pri- 
d vy Councellor (for he was called to that 
„ Station ſoon after his Election) he was 
i ryed by his Oath not to divulge the 

_ © Meaſuresconcerted at that Board, yet 
e ſo far did his Luſt after Increaſe of 
n Power and Authority there, prevail 
* f over him, that he prefer'd the Breach 
ol it to leſs alluring Conſiderations. 
a- Well knowing that Complaints in Par- 
1liament when puſh'd home and Vi- 
ir. gorouſly back'd, occaſion Alterations 
ed in the Miniſtry, and that thoſe Altera- 
ty tions might make Room for him to ſuc- 
re ceed to ſome Exalted Preterment. But 
the Houſe of Lords at that Time, made 
to ſuch a Noble ſtand againſt the At- 
te tempts of the Commons, that tho' the 
N,. Latter carried their Reſentments ſo 
he, high as to Impeach 4 of the Peers that 
ole: were the greateſt Favourites belonging 
to the King, yet thoſe Gentlemen not 
he having ſufficient Proof ro make good 
ion their Allegations, and not appearing a- 
ore gainſt them at a Tribunal Erected tor 
ut chat Purpoſe, they were acquitted $0 
5 the 


(18) ; 
the great Mortification of the Staff and | 
his Party. | 
True it is that the PURSE went a- 
long with him in this Affair, and not 
only Voted for bringing thoſe Lords to 
Juſtice, but was made uſe of to _ | 
up the Meſſage of Impeachment againſt 7 
one of them, but whether he did it 
out of Regard to the Friendſhip that 
was between him and the STAFF, who 
always gloſſed every Intention of his 
howſoever miſcheivous or unjuſt, with 
the Varniſh of a Patriot; or whether 
his own Judgment prompted him ro 
think their Lordſhips Criminal, it is 


left to the PURSE himſelt to Elucidate 


and Explain ? | 
To go on with the STAFF's Proce- 
dure, who could find Ways and Means 
to Impeach others for making diſad- 
vantagious and diſhonourable "Treaties 
(for this was grounded upon that of 
the Partition) tho' he thinks it hard 
to be called to an Account for making 
one himſelf; This Trickſter, knew how 
to enjoy his very diſappointments, and 
made uſe of his Defeat in this Particu- 
lar, to obtain Vittories in others. 
What had he to do but from this Act 
of the greateſt Juſtice to the Innocent, 
to 
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'to whiſper among thoſe that were 
guilty of accuſing them, that the Lords 


| had done unjuſtly by them, and that 


they ought to vindicate and aſſert their 
Rights and Privileges, which had ſuch 


underſtandings, as to make both Hou- 
ſes Burſt our into Remonſtrances a- 
gainſt each other. 

The Miniſtry foreſaw from what 
Quarter an Enſuing Tempeſt would a- 
riſe if not timely prevented, and there- 
fore ated under a Diſguiſe with the 


to 
af, . an Influence upon Hot Heads and weak 
n 

it 


| Staff, as he had acted with them, and 
promis'd him great Things if he would 


put a ſtop by his Intereſt in the Houſe 
of Commons to thoſe growing Diſfen- 
tions; and the King himſelf, who had 


the worſt Opinion of him that was 


poſſible, was prevail'd upon to tell Him 
that it would be very acceptable to 
him from his own Mouth. This fired. 


his Ambition, and animated him to 


KINg draw off his Creatures from their for- 


how 


and 
ticu- 


mer Scent. of Miſmanagements, Abu- 
fes, Frauds, &c. to conlider the State 
of the Succeſſion, and to bear in Mind, 


hers. what he would never otherwiſe have 


Ac 


been admoniſh'd of, that upon the De- 


cent, miſe of the Duke of Gloceſter, further 
ſecurities 


to 


2 


* 
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(20) 
rities were neceſſary for the maintain- 
ance of the Settlement in the Proteſtant 
Line, and for the Attainder of the 
Pretended Paince of Wales, who upon 
the Death of the late King James the II. 
had ityled,and cauſed himfelf to be pro- 
claimed _ of England & c. Nor could 
it be ſuppos'd, how ſoever irritated both 
Houſes of Parliament were againſt each 
other in Defence of their Particular 
Rights and Priviledges, that. when the 


| 


Publick welfare was ſo nearly con- 


cern'd, they would not quit their Ci- 
vil Feuds, and concur with each other 
in their Matual Detence and Security. 
Accordingly the STAFF and his Adhe- 
rents preſs'd the Quick Paſſage of Two 


Bills through their Houſe, for the 
Ends abovemention'd, in Hopes that 


the Court would make good their Pro- 


miles, no doubt, and of being furniſh'd | 
with Mony to buy the M - ſt— : 
Is Place, but the Acci- 
dent ot the Kings Death who liv'd onl7 


of the R 


long enough to ſign thoſe and other 
Bills into Acts, prevented, if not Ex- 
c i5'd the one from making good the 


word that was given, and hindred the 
oi her from being at Liberty to charge 


mem with Breach of Fair 


At 


of 
ut | 
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At the late Queen Anne's Acceſſion 
toi the Throne, the STAFF who (till 
held the Chair, was not at a loſs what 
Countenance to put on; but to ingra- 
tiate himſelf, with thoſe that had the 
firſt Places in her Majeſty's Favour, be- 
thought himſelf of New Projects and 
Contrivances. He had before, as has 
been obſeryed, by his Emiſſaries given 
out that the Deceaſed King had ano- 
ther Succeſſion in View than that of 
the Princeſs of Deamark, und nothing 
could be. more Dafa at this Juncture 
than to revive and give a New Publi- 
cation to this falſe and ſcandalous Re- 
port. Wherefore, as he always made 
his Court to Men of Letters and Libe- 
ral Education, whoſe nafrow Circum- 
ſtances might readily engage them in 
his Service, ſo he was not to ſeek for an 
Unfartunate Gentlemen: at this Time 
of Day, Who through the Specioul- 
neſs of the Relation, that had the Re- 
ſemblpnce. of Truth, would dreſs it 
out in the moſt frightful Colours; tho? 
how he was rewarded afterwards b 

the very. Man that ſet him at Work 
will appear in its due Placa, 
Dr. Drake was the Perſon who was 
pitch'd upon for this Act of Policy, _ 
's COU 


k 


. q 
could the STAFF have thought of a 
Gentleman more equal to ſuch an Un- * 
dertaking, and more willing to go 
through with it. For his Averſion to 
all the Meaſures taken by King Willi- 
am heightned by ſome Diſappointments 
he had met with from the Miniftry du- 
ring that Prince's Reign, made him ve- 
ry eaſy to beleive any Thing that 


might be of Prejudice to his Royal 


Character, and therefore he accepted 
the Offer and took upon him to write a 
Book for that End called, the Hiſtory of 
the laſt Parliament, with a Pamphlet en- 
tituled, the Source of our preſent Fears 
Cc. Herein it was repreſented after 
large Encomia upon the then Reignin 
Miniſtry, and the Members of bot 
Houſes that 'oppos'd the Court Mea- 
fares in the Preceding Adminiſtration, 
That the King had nothing leſs in his 
Intentions, than to leave the Crown 
© by Right of Inheritance to Queen 
Ane, and that it had been concerted 
© between him and his Cabinet Coun- 
*:cil, to poſtpone her Majeſty's Claim, 
to that of the next Succeſſor. It was 
alſo ſugggited that Papers were found 
in the Kings Cloſet after his Deceaſe 
that manifeſted and evinced this pre- 
* rended 
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© tended Scheme. Whereupon, tho? 
the STAFFS: Deſign was, by theſe 
bold and opprobrious Aſſertions urg'd 
and puih'd forward to have the Houſe 
of Commons, (amongſt whom he had a 
Great Majotity that Voted as he was 
pleaſed to dictate to them) upon an 
Enquiry after the Conduct of the pre- 
ceding Government; the Houſe of 
Lords croſs'd in upon the Scent, and 
out of a juſt Regard to the Honour of 
His Deceas'd Majeſty, Order'd a Com- 
mittee to inſpect the King's Papers, 
who made their Report, that the In- 
ſinuation abovemention'd, was falſe ſcan- 
dalous and villanous, &c. Moreover to do 
Juſtice to the Name of that Dead 
Prince they conven'd Dr. Drake, who 
upon Examination before them made a 
Slight Defence and was order'd to be 
Proſecuted; tho? upon Tryalto which 
he that ſet him at Work left him, ac- 


+ cording to wonted Practice, he was at- 
= terwards acquitted, 


Theſe brisk Reſolutions in the Houſe 
of Peers, wholly Still'd and huſh'd the 


Cry that was juſt begun to be raiſed a- 


mong the Commons, but the Staff in 


- Requital for it, and out of Revenge for 
his Plots being rendred abortive, fo 


{tirr'd 


| . 

ſtirr'd up the Coals of Diſſention be- 
tween both Houſes, as to make ſeveral 
Good Bills be loſt by his Means ; that 
were {ent down to the Houſe of Com- 
Mons for their Concurrence ; and the 
laſt Seſſion of that Parliament, and 
(wherein the Bill againſt Occaſional 
Conformity which he himſelf had ad- 
vis'd and promoted the Bringing in of, 
was rendred unſucceſsful by his Means) 
ended in nothing elſe but Litigations at 
ferences. 

When now, the Queen out of a juſt 
Conſideration of the PURSE's high De- 
ferts, whom as yet the Tyes of Friend- 
ſhip that blinded him from ſeeing the 
Faults he was unwilling to eſpye, kept 
entirely in the Intereſts of the STAFF, 
made him Solicitor General ; in which 
Poſt he acted as became one that Con- 
ſulted the Honour of the Sovereign, 
without depreſſing the Liberties of the 
Subject. After which ſhe called a new 
Parliament, that again for want of a 
due Inſight into what he aim'd at by 
rhe Acquiſition of that Dignity, made 
Choice of the STAFF for their Sp—r. 
Thus he had it in his Hands once more 
to give Wings to his Ambition, and 


make other Efforts to attain that Con- 


fidence 
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dence at Court, which he had hitherto 


not thought fit to be too percipitate in 


worming himſelf into. He faw how 
deſervedly the Duke of Marlboroagh, 
who was advanced to that Title for his 


Services the preceding Campaign in 
Flanders, and the Lord High Treaſurer, 


the Earl of Godolphin, held the Firſt Poſts 
of Honour and Truſt there, and was ſo 
taken with the Sight of, and fawning Be- 


| ference that was paid to, them in thoſe 
High Stations, that he was reſolved, 


# 
AF; 
4 
4 
- 
yo 


maugre that Haughtineſs of Soul that 


Was too full of his own Deſerts to have 


any tolerable Liking tor thoſe of others, 
to be in the Number of their Depen- 
dents, by which the Avenues of Pre- 
ferment would be open to him, and 
give him an Opportunity of Supplanting 
his BenefaQtors. For tho? he had ſome 


| Men's Perſons in Admiration becauſe of 


Advantage, He had a Real value for no 
Man Excluſive of his own Profit ; and 
as Love and Envy can never take up 
their Reſidence in the ſame Soul, con- 
cerning the ſame Object, ſo the Office 
of the firſt Minitter was too inviting 
not to make him entertain Invidious 


| Conceptions of that, Dignity, and being 


| brought to Envy ws aa it, and 


LO 


626) 
to be very Solicitous of obtaining it for 
himſelt. 

He knew very well how to make his 
Addreſſes to them, and after what man- 
ner to get into their neareſt Confidence, 
for he was appriz'd of means from the 


Occaſional Conformity Bills, being a- 
gain brought into the Houſe of Com- 
mons, which Bill was partly defign'd as 


a Touch Stone to try what Mettle the 


Courtiers were made of, or whether 
they were Sterling Churchmen as they 


gave themſelves out to be. He was alſo 


appriz'd of their Knowledge of the Ten- 
dency of that Bill at that Juncture, When 


Peoples Minds were under Aprehenſions 
of the Repcaling the Toleration Act, and 
that tho* their Education would not ſuſfer 


them openly to oppoſe it, yet the Intereſt of 


the Kingdom required that they ſhould 


no Ways diſoblige the Diſſenters and 
their Friends, who at that Time were - 
the Money'd, and might prevent the 
Loans that were thought neceſſary to be 


had for taking the Field earlier than the 
Enemy. This he acquainted thoſe No- 
ble Lords with, as alſo with his being 


capable of clogging the Bill ſo by the 
Agency of his Friends that it ſhould ne- 
ver paſs. Nor did the STAPF fail of 


making good his Word, for he ſo nego- 
tiated with his Creatures in the Houſe, 


as 


E 
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as to make them believe that the Peers 
s Who had rejected it before, would never 
give their Concurrence to it unleſs they 
>, Tack d it to a Money Bill, which they 
e could not refuſe their Conſent to. But 
this was the Sole Cauſe of its being loſt 
once more, for when it was propos'd to be 
Tack'd, many that were ooth and Nail 
e for it before, gave their Votes againſt it, 
r and tho' it was ſent up to the Lords, it 
y _ was done with ſuch an indifterence, that 
o their Lordſhips had little elſe to do with 
tit, thantofling it out at a Second Read- 
n ing, becauſe of their Attempt to force it 
15 upon them. | 
d I ſhould have told the Reader before, 
r thatas an Earneſt of this future Service, 
of he had the Promiſſary Grant of one of 
d the Principal Secretaries of States Places, 
d Which 'was made good to him by the 
re Removal of the Earl of Nottingham, 
he } and Enabled him to introduce ſome 
of his Boſome Friends likewiſe into the 
he Court, as Sir Thomas Manſel (now Lord) 
o- Who ſucceeded Sir Edward Seymour as 
ag Comptroller of the Houſchold, and 
he | Henry St. John Eſq; (now Lord Boliag- 
e- broke) who ſupplied the Place of Secre- 
of tary of War, in the Room of Mr. 
o- Blaithwait. Sir Simon Hartcourt (now 
le, D 2 Lord) 
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Lord) was alſo advanced to the Poſt of 


Attorney General. 


Theſe Changes, and the Defertion of 


ſo many Members that were thought 
immoveably ſteady, in the Cauſe which 
was then called that: of the Church and 
Country, ſoured many Peoples Tempers 
to a great Degree, in ſo much that the 
Pulpits began to ſound with the Danger 


of the Church, and the Clergy to exert 
themſelves upon all Occaſions, . againſt 
Hypocriſy and Lukewarmaefs in Mat- 


ters of Religion. Which not being Cri- 


minal, the STAFF could not well ani- 
madvert upon in a Judicial Way, without 


the Appearance of thole Complaints in 


Print, He therefore ſo work'd it a- 
bout by his Emiffaries behind the Cur- 
tain, that a moſt Excellent Pamphlet was. 
written by Dr. Drake and Mr. Pooley, . 
called the Memorial of the Church of En- 
gland, wherein Matters were carried at 
a high Rate, and the Queen accus'd of V 


being Partial to ſuch as favour'd the 
Diſſenters, and of making Choice of a 


Miniſtry that were altogether in their 

Intereſt. But the Peſons who wrote it, 
tho? put upon it by his means, were too V. 
wiſe to let any one into the Knowledge w 
of the Real Authors but themſelves, fo 


that 
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that aſter he had in Vain beat the Buſh 
for a Diſcovery, and taken up William 
Shippen Eſq; for running him and his 
Meſſengers off the Scent, without any 
other Effect than being laugh'd at, he 
contented himſelf with cauſing Dr. 
” Drake to be apprehended, and bound o- 
ver to be Proſecuted upon bare Suſpicion, 

(tho? the Warrant againſt him run upon 

Oath,) and Wheedling another Perſon 
. who was in Cuſtody for a Triffling 
Matter, into a Confeſſion of Writin 
i- the Caſe of the ſaid Memorial fairly Sta- 
ted & c. and contrary to the moſt ſolemn 
it Aſſurances, that ſuch a Confeſſion ſhould 
n be of no Prejudice to him, with bring- 
ing him to a Tryal at the Queen's Bench 
r= Bar, the Conſequences of which to his 
s and the poor undone Gentleman's Diſ- 
y, grace, will appear upon Record. 
4s for Dr. Drake, what Reſentments 
are due to the Staff from the learned 
World on his Account, the Death of ſo 
he Great and Valuable a Man, to whom 
a the Republick of Letters owed ſo much, 
ir and were in Expectation of Owing more, 
ir, Will ſufficiently make appear, ſince the 
oo Violence of the Proſecution which it 
was not doubted would have ended in 
an ignominious Puniſhment, hurried his 
at Spirits 
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Spirits into a High Fever that Ended 
with the Loſs of his Lite. 
All this while ; the PURSE who was 
under an Obligation of carrying on 
what Informations were ſent him from 


the Crown by Vertue of his Office, a- | 
Cted no otherwiſe than in a Manner that 


was agreeable to his Duty. He indeed 
pleaded as his Breviate directed him, as 
all of that Profeſfion will to the beſt of 


their Skill, be the Merits of the Cauſe 


of never ſo good or bad a Complexion; 
but yet he {5 behaved, as to deal above 
Board, and to give Proofs of his Hone- 


ſy to the Accuſed, while he endeavoured 


to make good the Accuſation. So great 


a Difference was there between the Sin 
cerity of the One, and the Colluſive 
Practices of the Other, that tho' the 


Purſe by Dint of Eloquence and Strength 
of Argument made the Guiltleſs appear 
faulty, and caus'd them to be found ſo, 
yet the Staff was altogether Blame wor- 


thy who led him into the Belief of their 


Guilt when he knew them to be inno- 
cent. 


So much for Proſecutions under the 


Staffs Admiuiſtration, till we come to 


ſee him in the Exerciſe of another Of- 


fice, and like a Cardigals Horſe with his 5 


C 
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? Fiocco upon him. Let us now View 
him in his Endeavours to weaken thoſe 
+ Hands that gave him Strength, and to 
give them a Caſt out of their High Poſts 
who introduced him into his. The 
Reader has already ſeen by what means 
be inſinuated himſelf into Court, and is 
tobe told now upon what Grounds he 
was removed from it. 
. TheSTAFPFthinking himſelf after this 
| Coup d' eclat ſo Riveted in the good Aﬀe- 
© Ction of the Queen his Miſtreſs, that no- 
thing could ſhake him, as indeed he was 
very much in her good Opinion, for there 
are few or no Princes but are Subject to 
d tbe Laws of Humanity, and liable to think 
at better of ſome Sycophants than they de- 
n- ' ſerve, gave way to his Ambition, which 
ve ſuggeſted to him that he was capable of 
he Filling the Place of Primier Miniſter. He 
th Would willingly if he could have done 
Ar f with ſafety, have acquieſ&d in the Ge- 


ſo, nerals keeping his Poſt Excluſive of the 
or- ? Treaſurer, but they were ſo engaged to 
xeir ſtand and fall by One another, thro' the 
no- Means of Alliances and other Contide- 

: rations, that he found himſelf under a ne- 
the ceſſity of making his Attack oa both at 
> to one and the ſame Time. But how to 
Of- carry on his Approaches ſo as no Diſco- 
1 his very ſhould be made before the Mines 
occo Were ready to take Fire, was the Conſi- 

15 Sra tion 
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deration which chiefly employ'd him. 
He, had before this, by Vertue of his In- 
tereſt, brought in a She Relation of his, 
(who but for that Part of his Family's 
Blood that flow'd in her Veins was eve- _ 
ry Way worthy of that Service) as a | 
Dreſſer to her Majeſty, w hich was done j 
on Purpoſe to have an Eye upon the 
D ſs of 1M — gh, who from 
her Attendance on that Princeſs from 
her Cradle, was ever held in the Higheſt 
Eſteem by her. For he was not ignorant 
of the ſeeming Impoſlibility to diſplace 
the Husband, while the Wife continued 
in her beſt Graces, and that a Lady who 
Was always with the Queen in her cloſeſt 
Retirements, would of Courſe, have a 
greater Aſcendant over her, than any 2 
Pavourite whatſoever of another Sex. F 
This Kinſwoman therefore, who bating 41 
what has been ſaid before, was poſſeſs'd |: 
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of moſt Excellent Talents, and form'd P. 
by her Method of Living to excite Be- p 
nevolence towards her in the beſt of So- Hoe 
vereigns, Was fo Inſtructed, or rather 1 
abuſed by his Subtle, and Plauſible In- th 
ſinuations, that no Opportunitys were let jal 
ſlip, of ſetting forth the STAFFS Loy- m 
alty, and Concern for his Miſtreſſes 
Honour and Intereſt, at the fame Time JW! 
as the Power of the Two Great Men juſt 


mentionꝰd 


. 


mention'd was repreſented as poſſible to 
be miſchievous in its Conſequences, I 
dare ſay, the good Gentlewoman be- 
liev'd bim, when in a Pathetick man- 
ner he laid before her, what Hazards, 
the Queen was encompaſs'd with under 
their Adminiſtration, eſpecially when he 
touch'd upon the Danger of the Church, 
which he but a Year or Two before had 
1 been very vigorous in making appear to be 
an Idle Story, by his Proſecutions. 
't Nor had the Succeſs fallen ſhort of 
e | the Deſign, ſince her Majeſty grew dai- 
d ly more and more wean'd from the 
10 ©, good Opinion ſhe had hitherto enter- 
t „ de ot the General's and Treaſurer's 
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Conduct, For the Cauſe of Complaint 

againſt them, for wholly engroſſing their 
4 Prince's Favour was ſo craftily entorced 
ng and maintain'd, that her Majeſty had 
20 form'd a Reſolution to get quit of her 
vd pretended Governors, which had been 
Be- Put in Execution a Day or Two alter, 
80- had not an unforeſeen Accident fall'n 
her Out, that Turn'd the Tables upon him 
In- that Was aſſur'd of his Game, and was 
let already fingering the Publick Caſh in l- 
oy- magination. 
les An unlucky Diſcovery ſpoil'd all, for 
ime While ſome Body, (and no Body elſe 
juſt © | E could 


on'd 
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could do it,) was Tranſmitting the beſt | 
Concerted Meaſures for finiſhing the 
wot at one ſtroke that ever were bd 
| pon by the Siege of Joalon, and the 
| Reduction of that Important Fortreſs 
and Sea Port, becauſe it was the Duke of 
M -——s Project; the STA FF, made the 
other Scheme of no ute to himſelf, and 
found himſelf tumbled down Headlong 
from all his Chimerical Structure of Im- 
menſe Riches and Favour, and Excluded s 
irom that Royal Preſence, which he had 
made it his Endeavour wholly to de- 
prive others of. Thus was the STAFF 
again reduced to a Private Station; and. 4 
Thanks to a certain Perſons cloſe Mouth i 
who choſe rather to die than to open it, 
that he was left at Liberty to enjoy even 
the Comforts of that. For tho? the Law 
could not take hold of him, the People: 
ſuſpicions did, and juſtly too, ſince it 1 
not reaſonable to Takes, that one retain" 
in a Maſters Service could have a ſecre 
of that Nature entruſted with him, con 
trary to his Maſters Knowledge 
Ibis ſudden Change of A irs bring 
us again to a View of what the Pa 
did upon occaſion of it, and here we a 
to be made acquainted with the great Pr: 
valence which theTyes of Friendſhip h- 
ov 
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t over the Engagements of Profit. The 


he STAFF is no ſooner removed, but the 
24 PURSE Sympathizes in his Diſgrace, 
he and thinks himſelf unjuſtly treated in 
eſs the Perſon of him that is his other Self. 
of He can be guilty of no Siniſter Intenti- 
che ons in his own Soul, and therefore can- 
14 not believe any Machinations of an E- 
ng vil Tendency can be formed 1n his. 
m. Wherefore tho' Courted by thoſe whom 
led neceſſity compell'd to be his, Pretended 
nad Friends, Enemies, to keep Poſſeſſion of 
de. his Poſt, he, as did alſo the Lord JOHN 
FF BULL of his, h made a Voluntary Re- 
nd, ſignation of, and Sacrificed more than 
\ gooo Pounds per Anz. to ſhew that no- 
-. thing ſhould ſtand in Competition with 
his Regard to the Vindication of a Man 
' Whom in his Wounded Reputation, he 

thought his own to be a Sufferer. 
; Yer notwithſtanding this unexpected 
Diſaſter, the STAFF had another Bisk 
in his Sleeve to Play the ſer out with 
yet, and his Kinſwoman at Court who 
thought him the moſt abuſed Gentleman 

in the World, left no Stone unturn'd to 


* reinſtate him in her Majeſty's Favour, 
_ which none but ſhe was capable of do- 


Pr ing, and for which he has requited her 
\ Ml by blaſting her good Name in Scanda- 
E 2 lous 
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lous Libels ſince. Accordingly, after j 
ſhe had been too hard for all the Lords 


that preſs'd the Queen for her Removal 
from Court, and had render*d their Ap- 
plication to her Majeſty for that End, as 
derogatory to her Royal Prerogative, 


and Invaſive of the Rights that even 
Miſtreſſes of Private Families have of 


chuſing their own Servants ; after ſhe 
had arcfully, and with great Strength of 
Reaſon, laid before her Sovereign the 


great Deference that was owirg to her 


high Title and Digaity : In a Word at- 


ter ſhe had repreſented his Accuſers, 
who thought it their due to hold their 
Places for their Lives, independent of 


Her that gave them, ſhe obtain'd of 
the Queen, who could deny her no- 
thing, his Admiſſion to Court in pri- 
vate, that he might ſpeak in his own Ju- 
ſtification. 


From hence it was, that the Queen 1 


who had before complain'd in one of 


her Speeches, againſt the Malice of ſome 


People that alledg'd the Church to be in 


2anger under her Adminiſtration, was 
to believe it to be ſo: From hence that 
he tound frequent Opportunitys of Poi- 


ſoning her Majeſty's Ears with Fears 
and Jealouſies, when there was no o- 


ther 
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ther Foundation, but his immoderate 
Thirſt of bearing Rule over Her, and 
the whole Nation? From hence, that all 
the Victories and Conqeſts of her Fleets 
and Armies, were of no other uſe to 
them that Conducted em, and led 'em 
forth to Hers and their immortal Glory, 
than to be brought as ſo many Argu- 
ments of their being laid aſide, as ſhall 
be fully proved in the ſequel of this 
Hiſtory. 

During theſe Tranſactions another 
Parliament having been called, which 
was chiefly compoſed of ſuch Members 
as were ready to go into the Court Mea- 
{ures ; the PURSE againſt whom an 


Obſcure Perſon was put up for a Candi- 


date, at a Borough which for many 
Elections had made Choice of him for 
its Repreſentative was returned. But 


as the Contrary Party knew what 
Weight and Influence ſuch a finiſh'd 


Patriot muſt neceſſarily have in the 


” Houſe, it was concerted amongſt his 
Enemies, that his Opponent who had 


been fairly out- number'd by ſeveral 


Votes, ſhould Petition againſt his Ele- 
ction as undue. In Purſuance of which 


a Hearing came on at the Bar of the 


- * Houſe, where, tho? it appear'd, that no 


Perſon 


(35) 
Perſon was more regularly choſen than 
the fitting Member, the Majority ran 
High againſt him, and the Petitioner 


was declared in his Place. How the 
PURSE behav'd, and ſhew'd himſelf 


of an even an Gallant Deportment du- 


ring the whole Debate which laſted from 
x2 at Noon till Two the next Morn- 
ing, will appear by the moſt Excellent 
Speech which he made before he with- 
drew when the Houſe came to a Oiviſi- 
on, and which it would be a very great 
Act of Iajuſtice, not to inſert Word 
for Word, as he gave it utterance. 


Whatever the Determination of this 
© Houſe may be, /aid He, this I am ſure 
of, and it muſt be admitted, that I 
* am duly elected for the Borough of A- 
bing don, as ever any Man was. 

Had it been the Pleaſure of this 
* Houſe to have Conſtrued the Char- 
© ter, under which this Election is 
made, according to the natural and 
plain Words of it, as the Inhabitants 


* 


Senſe all former Parliaments have fre- 


K. » 3 8. 


have always underſtood it. In ſuch a 


quently expounded it. Had you de- 
clared the Right of Election to be in 
thoſe Perſons, Who have without an 

$ Interruptions, - 
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© Interruption, exerciſed it for 150 
© Years, you could not have heard it in- 
© ſiſted, that I had not the Majority. 

« Even as you have determin'd the 

Right, my Majority is ſtill unqueſtio- 

© nable: No Gentleman with Reaſon, 
can diſprove my Aſſertion, whatever 

© Reaſon he may have to refuſe me 
© his Vote, You have been truly infor- 
med, the Petitioner on cloſing the Poll, 
declared he did not come thither with any 

E Proſpect or Hopes of Succeſs. 

* So ſtupid then was I, as not to com- 
© prehend the meaning of thoſe Words; 
I would do Him Jultice, I really be- 
© lieve he himſelf was not, at that 
Time, let into the ſecret. 

Any Oppoſition may give a Handle 
to a Petition, no matter tor the Juſtice 
of it, Power will maintain it. 

* Whoever ſeat him on ſuch an Er- 
rand; What mean and contemptible 
Notions muſt he entertain of the then 
Enſuing Parliament? He muſt fup- 
* pole them capable of the baſeſt Acti- 

* ons, of being Aw'd and Influenc'd by 

* Menaces or Promiſes, and to proſti- 

© tute their Conſciences at the Word of 
Command. 


Had 


(40 

Had there been ſuch a Parliament 
Elected, and I declared not duely E- 
lected, I ſhould then have leit my Place 
with a Compaſſion for the Unfortunate 
Friends that ftay'd behind me. Who- 
ever could have framed ſuch a Project 
to himſelf, muſt undoubtedly have 
wiſh'd for, perhaps have wanted ſuch 
a Parliament. 

He muſt have been a Perſon, the 
moſt abandon'd Wretch in the World, 
who had long quitted all Notions of 
Right and Wrong, all Senſe of Truth 
and Juſtice, of Honour and Conſci- 
ence. 
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* Whatever his dark Purpoſes were, it 


is our Happineſs and the Nations, 
that they were entirely diſappointed in 
the Choice of this Parliament. 

I cannot directly Point him out, 


„ @ 
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feel and be truly ſenſible of the Hon- 


© Parliament. ws 
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* Here be Summ'd up the Poll on both ſides, and demon- | 


ſtrated that the Council for the Petition, bad left bim the | 
Majority of Two Votes, and bad added ſeveral unqueſt iona- 
| 1 


ble Votes to bis own Poll. 


but whoever he was, I have ſo much | a 
Charity, as ſincerely to wiſh he may k 


our and Impartial Juſtice of a * Britiſh 
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= © The Petition charges me Perſonal- 
= © ly with many indirect Practices: 
© But no Attempt has been made to 
prove any Thing of that Kind. 
4s for the indirect Practices char- 
ged on my Agents, I had no Agents; 
I knew of no Oppoſition till the Morn- 
ing of the Election, nor had the leaſt 
1 Apprehenſion of any. I thought no 
Agent neceſſary to promote my In- 
> _* tereſt, nor had I employ'd any Per- 
> ſon whatſoever to ſolicite for me; 
f © But what Solicitations, what Mena- 
n ces and Promiſes have been uſed a- 
- gainſt me, and by whom, are but too 


well known to too many. 


Thus was this moſt Excellent Man, 
in whom it would have been an Honour 

to the Houſe of Commons to have con- 
it, tinuedas a Member, thrown out of it; 
ch | and thus was a meer Abject of a Brew- 

er, that knew nothing of the Conſti- 

tution of the Kingdom made one of 

*the Keepers of the Liberties of the Peo- 
ple, When at the ſame Time he knew 
he not how to keep his own Caſh Book: 
While a Gentleman of as Antient a 
Family as any in Britain was excluded 
from his Juſt Rights of Vigdicating 
8 F | Our 


(42) 
our Laws and Immunities, which none 
0 knew better how to defend, to make 
| Room for a Fellow that was of much 
ſuch another Capacity as one of his 
own Dray Horles. WW 

But the MITRE had a far great- 
er Deference and Reſpect pay'd to his 
Character, for he did not only fit in Con- 

vocation as a Reverend Member thereof 

but had the Honour afterwards to be 

diſtinguiſh'd by being choſen their Pro- 
lacutor ; Which Office he Executed 
with that Intrepidity and Vigilance, 
Conſtancy, and Fidelity, as to Thew _ 
himſelf not only equal to, but far Supe- 
rior to molt of his Predeceffors : For 
he ſtedfaſtly adhered to the Preſervati- 
| on of the Rights of the Inferior Clergy, © 
k and not falling ſhort in his Duty to the 
Fathers of the Church, whom he was for 
paying ai{tri&t Obedience to, in all Law- 
ful matters, continued a ſhining Advo—-— 
cate While he ſate in the Chair for 
the Sons of it. And, if thro? the Luke- 
warmneſs and Pretended Moderation 
of ſome of his Brethren in the Lower | 
Houſe, who expected Preferment from 
the Upper, What her Majeſty recom- 
mended to their Conſideration met 
with great Difficulties and Obſtructi- 
MEN ONS, 


didall he could to bring them to 
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ons, it cannot be imputed to him, that 
Complyance with her Majeſty's moſt 
racious Meſlages, but muſt be laid at 
ome Perſons Doors, who under the 
Veil of Moderation proſecuted Heats 


and Animoſities in their Debates, and 


render*'d all their Conſultations tor the 
ſecurity , of the Eſtabliſh'd Religion 


fruitleis and-of no Effect. 


In the mean Time, tho? little or 


nothing was done in Convocation, 
that had any Tendency to the Advance- 
ment of the Church's Intereſt, the 
Parliament, without any Intention to 


r | enter upon Religious Affairs, did it to 


their Hands for them. 


For as it has been ſaid before, the 


he STAFF, who had no other Stratagem 


to recover his Credit, than a pre- 


tended Zeal and Concern for the Hon- 


our of the Eſtabliſh'd Prieſthood, 


foreſaw that no Artifices were capable 
2 of doing him Service, but ſuch as had 
a Retroſpect that way; ſo he knew that 
the Miniſtry were no otherways to be 
- outed from the Power they were poſ- 
ſeſs'd of, than by making the Nation 
believe they were for bringing in new 
2 Innoyations in matters of Religion, as 
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well as Policy. Having felt the Pulſe ö 


of the Queen, which he found by his 
Confidant and Kinſwoman, to beat 
high and be very Sanguine and Hear- 
ty, for the Rights of the Clergy and 
Her own Prerogative, he look'd out for 


a Perſon who was fearleſs enough to 'Þ 
deliver them from the Pulpit upon ſo- © 


lemn Occaſions, which he by his :Emiſ- 
ſaries had dealt about from the Preſs 
and verbal Diſcourſes. | 
Twill be needleſs to point out who 
this Perſon was, or to look into the 


Merits of the Cauſe he took upon him 
to defend. Both the Man and the ſud- 


den Turn of Affairs which happen'd 


thereupon, are ſo well known as to be F 
in every ones Mouth; We ſhall there- 
fore without looking into rhe Particu- 


lars of the molt Impolitick Tryal that 
enſued thereupon, only take Notice, 


that the STAFF who ſet the Doctor 


upon Preaching, in Defiance of the 


Gentlemen then at Helm, found Means 


to have him called in Queſtion for it, 


and that by Way of Impeachment ; When, 
had he been proſecuted in a Common 
Way, and deliver'd over to the Attor- 
ney General, without any Fompous 
Formality, as was afterwards _ F 
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U Uſe of, the Miniſtry could not have 
fail'd of ſtanding their Ground, and 
the ſuppos'd Criminal of meeting with 
a proper Cenſure from the Ordinary 

Form of Juſtice. 
But a Parade was to be made, or 
the Populace could never be Work'd up 
to a Heat of Temper capable of in- 
flaming them to a Diſlike of their Su- 
| periors; Therefore Mr. Dolben who was 
a a needy Man, and made his Court to 
o + Preferment at any Rate, was look'd up- 
e onofa nature that would not fail of 
n _ puſhing home the Complaint. To be 
as Brief as poſſible, thoſe in the Ad- 
midiſtration took this Act of Indiſcre- 
tion as done out of Zeal for their Ser- 
vice, and accordingly gave into the 
Propoſal by themſelves and their Friends 
of carrying Things ſo high as they 
went in the Doctors Tryal ; Whereat 
the PURSE who aſſiſted as his Chief 
Advocate, ſo diſtinguiſh'd himſelf by 
ns his Strength of Reaſon and Force of 
Expreſſion, that tho' the Miniſtry ob- 
tain'd their Ends in the Condemnation 
of the Doctrines, the Preacher came 
or- off with an Eaſy Sentence, and the 
Queen, who conceiv'd her Prerogative 
to be ſtruck at by that Tryal, and was 
preſent 
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b 


the Staff, Repreſentations ; Which had 
ne*r taken Effect, had not he prevaiPd 
with the Friends to the Doctor, amon 

whom Mr. Br—— ley, was the moſt 
Hearty and made the Motion, that 
the Commons would be preſent at 


reſent at it, during its Continuance | 
y the Contrivance of her ſhe Favou- 
rite, was prevaiPd upon to give Ear to 


the Tryal as a Houſe, which they could 
not be, without Erecting Scaffolds in 


MWeſtminſter Hall, by which that was 
made a National Concern, that would 
otherwiſe have been a Private. 


Nor, was the MITRE as well as the 
PURSE, without his ſhare in the man- 


agement of the Defence that was then 
made on the Part of the Accuſed, who, 
tho* of Firmneſs enough to abide the 


Tryal, was not Maſter of Arguments 
ſufficient to go through with his Des; 


fence in it, without that Prelate's and 
another of the ſame Orders Aſſiſtance; 
Which as it was freely given, in the 
Times of the greateſt Emergency, will, 
it is not doubted be as freely acknow- 
ledg'd on the Part of the Doctor, who is 
ſo ingenious as not to diſown the Helps 
he receiv'd from the Advocates of Re 
ligion, and unlimited Loyalty on that 

|  ſolemr 
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? ſolemn Occaſion. The ſudden Chan- 
es that were the Reſult of this 
* ſtruggle between the Contenders for 
® * Tndefeaſible Right, and unlimited G- 
d bedience, and the Champions for Reſi- 
ftance of the Supreme Power, in ſome ne- 
R ceſſary Caſes are ſo freſh in every ones 
Memory, that it will be an Act of Su- 
” perogation to recite them. Be it ſuffi- 
; cient that the STAFF was thereby 
elevated and raiſed up to the very Pin- 
nacle of the moſt Towring Ambition, 
Id and thoſe who continued in the ſtri- 
na &eſt Tyes of Friendſhip with him, 
and were yet blind to all his ſelfiſn 
Vieus and Deſigns, as near as could be 
to the Throne Without intercepting the 
Beams of Majeſty whoſe Rays were all 
to Centre upon him. . ee 
The PURSE.'had the Broad Seal 
given him, the Lord John Bull Was put 
into the Poſſeſſion of the Office of 
8 — ry of State, the Mitre was pre- 
fed to the Deanery of Ch— ( — in 
0-4; but the Dr. who had richly de- 
ſerv'd a better Notice, by many a wea- 


. | Fifome Gallop and Trot with his White 
Prauncer, and had by his Appearing in 
the ſeveral Countries he paſs d through 
— in his way to Wales, and had brought 

| over 
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over vaſt Numbers to vote in the E- 
lections for new Members to ſerve 
in Parliament, was put off with a | 
promiſe of ſucceeding to St. Andrews, 
when vacated by the then Incumbent, _ 
who had been made a Biſhop, with 
Leave to hold it, in Commendam for 
3 Years. | 
The Parliament was ſcarce aſſem- * 
bled, and found to be ſuch as would 
Anſwer the Deſires of the STAFF up- 
on all Emergencies, but he that held 
his Place jointly with 4 orher Perſons 
in Commiſſion at firſt, had the Enſigas 
of that Office wholly and ſoldly - con- 
ſigned over to him. Which being put | 
in Poſſeſſion of, Happy was that 
Noble Family, that could form 


Alliances with his. In his Hands were, 


all the Iſſues of Power, and Streams of 
Wealth; To him was every one under 
an indiſpenſible neceſſity of making. 
application that perition'd the Throne, 
or of obtaining any Favour at Court; 
and on him were the Eyes of all ſuch _ 
fix d and placed, that had any Hopes 
ot meeting with the Rewards of paſt 
Services, or ot being in a Condition of 
doing any for the Time to Con. 


Not 


iT 
: Height of Preferment by other Mens 
Merit, ſince the Lord JO AN BULD's 


- Diſcovery of G«!/c 
with France by way of Portugal, for 
2 which the Aſſaſſin confe(s'd, That ſince 
he could not reach his Heart, he attempted 
that of one he had reaſon to think deareſt 
to him, hurried him, as it were, to it: 
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Not, that he did not arrive at this 


4's Negociations 


For it was never intended, what haſt 


Steps ſoever he made towards the chief 
- Miniſter's Place, that he ſhould have 
been ſo precipitately advanced to the 


Dignity ot an E le and L- d H—gh 
T r, had not the Congratulations 
mage him, in purſuance of the Order 
of the H — of C-—m-—— os, by 
their Speaker, upon his Recovery trom a 


Wound, (which, if more fatal to him, 


had been leſs to the Nation,) almoſt 


puſh'd her late Majeſty upon making 
that unlucky Experiment. 


Great Intereſt at Court is generally 


productive of great Alliances, which 
the STAFF took care not to neg- 
lect for the Preſervation of himſelf in 


Caſe that the Tables ſhould be turn'd 


once more againſt him) and the Ag- 
_  grandizement of his Family. He wag 
Jot too well appriz'd of the Revolutions 


G ang 


C30 
and Changes which in Proceſs of Time 
frequently fall out in all Adminiſtra— 


tions; and therefore to guard himſelf - 


againſt all ſuture Accidents, married 
his eldeſt Daughter to the preſumptive 
Heir of one of the moſt ancient and 
moſt conſiderable Earl's in Scotland, 
and his youngeſt to a Lord, who by 
Right of Inheritance, had one of the 


beit Eſtates, and upon the Deceaſe of ; 


his Father, will be one of the firſt 
Peers in England: By which two Acts 
of Dexterity and Cunning, he branched 
out his, and had his Geneology Blood 
not only mix'd with the Families of the 
H— and O-—+s, but through their 
means joyningStreams with that of Byuce 
and Plantaginet. For the laſt of which 
Illuſtrious Intermarriages he gratify'd 
the Guardian of the young L——d 
with a Tranſlation to a more valuable 
Biſh rick, tho' he has not, as it 
is ſaid, to this Day, made good the 


Conditions of the Matrimonial Con- 


tract; but continues to with-hold 2000 /. 


of the Lady's Fortune on Account of 


her Deceaſe. 


What Grounds there are for ſuch a 
Report, muſt be left to their Judg- 
ment who are mo converſant with 
b e ee 
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his Method of making Payments; tho? 
this is moſt certain, thar his profuſe 
way of gaining over Dependents, dif- 
abled him, before he was poſſeſs'd of 
the STAFF, from making every Pay- 
ment regular. But the STA Ft was 72 
his Hands now, as the Say ing is, and he 
loit no Time in making uſe of it; For, 
as by affiancing his Daughters, he ob- 
tain'd incredible Advantages, fo by mar- 
rying hisSon, ſome time after to the great- 
eſt Heireſs in the Kingdom, He almoſt 
ſtrengthen'd himſelf to ſuch a Degree, as 


to make it impoſſible to ſhake him. 


How this laſt Match was made up, 
Prudence and Caution forbids us to re- 
late; but if ſome People ſpeak true, 
ſuch Meaſures were taken to bring it 
about, as were not altogether of a Piece 
with Honour and Juſtice, Be that as 


it will, none knew better how to var- 
niſh it over, and give it a fair Appear- 
' ance, than he that firſt ſet it on Foot; 
and however, he fell ſhort of making 


his Promiſe good concerning a certain 
Tryal in the H — le of F-rs 1or a 
vaſt Eſtate between two Couſen Ger- 
mans, he made good the Opinion which 
thoſe that knew him intimately well, 
ever had of him, Bur to look back- 
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ward a little towards the Perſons, whoſe 
Vindication 1s chiefly aim'd at in this 
little Hiſtory (v/z ) the Mitre and the 
Parſe: The firſt, v-hoſe Dignities in the 
Church, tho' held by all to be deſer- 
ving of much greater, were conſider- 
able enough to make him. equal to 
many that were the Fathers of it, con- 
tented himfelf with the Station where- 
in he was placed, and would not have 
exchang'd it for the Epiſcopal Chair, 
as he did ſometime after, at the Im- 
portunities of ſuch as were for provi- 


ding fit Perſons to be Succeſſors to the 


Apoſtles, had it not been for the Con- 
cern he had for the Propagation of the 
eſtabliſh'd Faith, and the Meaſures he 
ſuſpected to be in Agitation amongſt 
ſome of the ſame Order in Oppoſition 
to the Purity of its Doctrines. 

His Care for the well Government 
of the Church, made him only yield 
to their Per ſuaſions of being one of the 
Heads of it, under her moſt Gracious 
Sovereign, who had too great a Know- 
ledge of his Piety and Learning, from 
a long Attendance on her as one of her 
Chaplains, not to be earneſt with him 
for his Acceptance of her Offer. And 
the POR S E's Abilities, which he had 

exerted 
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653 
exerted in every Station he had yet been 
placed in, had rendred his extraordina- 
ry Merits ſo conſpicuous, in the Eyes of 
the Sovereign, that, without Application 
to her from any Recommender, with- 
out any previous Suit in his Favour from 


= theSTAFF, or elſewhere, ſhe call'd 
him to be an Ornament to the higheſt 
- Poſt, that had left a diſtinguiſhing Lu- 


ſtre upon Employ ments of a lower Na- 
ture. She had ſeen him, Maugreall the 
prevailing Intereſt of Power and Au- 


 thority, openly, and in the Face of nu- 


+ merous Oppoſers, contending for the 
Prerogatives of the Sovereign, and the 
Liberties of the Subject. She had heard 
him ſedate and unterrify'd by the great- 
eſt and moſt auguſt Appearance in all 


Chriſtendom, aſſert, and ſtand by the 


Laws of Chriſtianity : In a Word, her 
Majeſty, from the Teſtimony of her 
Eyes and Ears, that had been Witneſſes 
of his Zeal and Alacrity in carrying on, 
and conducting a Cauſe, wherein he was 
{ure to meet with ſo many Difficulties 
and Reproaches, found her ſelf in Juſtice 
to his Service, to her Self, and Coun- 


try, indiſpenſibly obliged ro make him 
Preſide in her Supream Court of Judi- 
caturce. Where, how he demean'd him- 


ſeif 
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ſelf from his firſt Acceptance of the 
Seals to his late Surrender of them ; His 
irreprochable Conduct may defy the 
Tongues of the moſt outragious Ene- 
mies to declare; This worthy Patriot 
having a juſt Title to pur the ſame Que- 
ſtion, as the Prophet Samuel did, at his 
cealing to be a Judge over I/rae/, with- 
out any Imputation of Preſumption, 
(viz.) Behold here I am, witneſs againſt 
me before the Lord, and before his Anoin- 
ted. Whoſe Ox have I taten? Or whoſe 
Aſs have I taken? Or whom have I de- 
frauded ? Whom have I oppreſſed? Or from 
whoſe Hand have I received any Bribe to 
blind mine Eyes therewith, and I will re- 
ſtore it him? 


But the Purſe's Incorruptneſs of pro-. 


ceeding in the Diſcharge of his Office, 
will more properly be taken notice of 
in another Place. To return therefore 
to the Condutt of the STAFF. Ha- 
ving form'd Alliances tor the Support 
of his own Family, his chief Concern 
was to break and disjoint thoſe of others, 
But firſt, before he would Article under 


Hand with the Enemy for a ſeparate 


Peace, in Breach of the Publick Faith, 
and in Violation of his Royal Mittreſs's 
Honour, he bethought himſelf of Ways 

ang 
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and Means to render his Predeceſſor 
odious to the People. Accordingly, his 
Creatures were ſet at work to declaim 
in general Terms againſt the Frauds 
and Abuſes committed in the ſeveral 
Offices under him, as the Cuſtoms, Ex- 
ciſe, Victualling, Cc. by which means 
he would have it in his Power, not on- 
ly to reflect upon the late Treaſurer in 
the Choice of ſuch Commiiſioners, and 
their Officers; but to make Vacancies 
with the better Graces, and to fill them 
up with his own Dependents. 

The Plot took Effect in the beſt man- 
ner he could have deſir'd it; and a Com- 
mittee having diſcover'd ſeveral Miſ- 
managements and Mifapplications of 
Publick Money, pav'd the Way tor a 
New Commiſſion of zakiag and ſtating 


the Publick Accounts, &c. which had 


been laid aſide for ſome Years, becauſe 
thought of great Expence to the Nation 
to a very little Purpoſe. But the Peo- 
ple were to be cajol'd and drawn into 
high Conceptions of the New STAFF 's 
Integrity, by their caſting an Odium 
upon the Old; and the greateſt Part of 
35 Millions was to be voted unaccounted 
tor, that the Querimonious Commiſſi- 
oners of Accounts might have where- 
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„ 
with to ſtill their Complaints againſt 
the preſent Management. 
Repreſentations and Reports were 


drawn up very thick in purſuance of 


this Scheme; and not only the late 
Treaſurer was faid to have plunder'd 
the Nation, but the General was call'd 
in Queſtion, and charg'd with deduct- 
ing two and a half per Cent. from the 
Foreign Troops in the Britiſh Service, 
and ſeveral other mean and ungener- 
ous Practices. But their not bringing 
either to Juſtice, tho? the Houſe had 
order'd the 4aft to have an Information 
brought againſt him, the Court of Ex- 
chequer againſt the Attorney General, 
"adds People, (howſocver willing to be- 
ieve them Criminal, ) reaſon to ſuſpect 
they had but {lender Proof to make 
good his Allegations. | 


In the mean time, the Queen having 


declar'd from the Throne, that the Ne- 


ociations of Peace were begun between 
er Majeſty's Plenipotentiaries, and thoſe | 


from the States General on the one Part, 
and Perſons of the ſame Character from 
France and Spain, on the other, the 


Emperor continuing to perſiſt in his 


Refuſal to enter into no Treaty without 
a previous Declaration of the Surrender 


; 
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of the Spaniſb Dominions in Europe and 
the Weſt Indies to the Houſe of Auſtria : 
The STA FF's next Project was, by 
his Emiſſaries, to inſinuate the great 
Advantages of the enſuing Determina- 
tion of the War, and the Profits, by way 
of Commerce, that would ariſe to the 
Britiſh Nation by it, which, with Per- 
ſons ready prepared to' give Ear to it, 
upon many valuable Conſiderations, it 
Was not difficult to accompliſh. 
For it was very natural for Gentle- 
men that had been long haraſs'd in 
their Eſtates by a Conſuming Land War, 
to enitertain the Proſpect of an approach- 
ing Peace with Tokens of the greateſt 
Contentment and Satisfaction; eſpeci- 
ally when they had it from the Queen's 
own Mouth, that it ſhould be very 


advantagious to our Friends and Allies; 


which, after many ample Declarations 
from the Throne, that their Jntereſts 
mould be inſeparable from her own, 
it could not enter into their Thoughts 
that her Majeſty .could be induced to 
recede from. But the Artifices of the 


Couttiers are ſuch as to impoſe upon the 
Sovereign, and this good, this cre- 


dulous Princeſs, was work'd up by 
STAFF, to Bs quite con- 
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trary to what ſhe had before made Pro- 
feſſion of, and was perſuaded while 
the Treaty was in Agitation, to abandon 
her Allies, and give Orders to her New 
General, the Duke of Ormond, to with- 
draw the Forces under his Command 
from the Contederate Troops, which 
ended 1n a Peace excluſive of the Em- 
peror and Empire, for the Reſtitution 
of whoſe Legal Rights, the War was 
at firſt begun. YT 

The Dutch indeed, after they had 
held firm to their Reſolutions of abiding 
by their Engagements to the Common 
Cauſe ; after they had receiv'd the News 
of ſcveral Thouſands of their Natural 


born Subjects ſacrificed by that fatal 


ſeparation, at the Battle of Denain, and 
been huff 'd into cooler Thoughts by 
the E. of 5 d, whoſe Memorials 


Nr. 
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were the Pipes thro? which the STAFF | 


convey'd his bitter Decoctions, (which 


their Loſſes oblig'd them to ſwallow,) | 


entred into the ſame Agreement with 


France ; but were more cautious of | 


coming to Terms with Spain, from the 
manitett Advantages they had ftipula- 
ted for themſelves with Great-Br:tarn, 
whoſe Merchants, without any Regard 
to the very Letter of the Treaty, 7 


{ 
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(59) 


had oppreſs'd with freſh and unwar- 
rantable Impolts. 

How the PUR Exerted himſelf 
during the foremention'd Negociations, 
which were kept ſecret from him, in 
every other Reſpect, than in being 
Communicated to the Cabinet and the 
Privy Council, will moſt fully be diſ- 
play*d in the Execution of his Office as 
C r, where he was employ'd at- 
ter a much better manner than the 
STAFF, whom Education, had yet 
made him have a {ſtrict Regard for, 
at the ſame Time as he knew him 
turning Deſerter from the Principles 
which he pretended to be attach'd to 
from his firſt flinging off the Principles 
imbibed by it. , This Noble Lord, 
howſoever traduced, by a Wretch, 
whom the greateſt Infamy cannot kee 
from being an Aſſociate to the aaa 


of Trickſters and Betrayers, was of too 


diſcerning a Genius not to ſee, that 
the Secrecy the STAFF took in his 
Meſſages and little Exvoyſhips, which 
were always imparted to, and beſtowꝰ'd 
on his Favourites and Dependents, ſuch 
as 4 re Eſq; Mr. Thomas 
H— r——y, Oc. without any Previ- 
ous Communication of the Purport of 
3 H 2 them 
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(60) 
them to him, or the Lord John Bull, 
who were the chief Perſons at the 
Helm, next to him that was ſupreme, 
and therefore in Reaſoning the Caſe 
with him, took the Opportunity of tel- 
ling him, © That their mutual Confi- 
* dence in one another ought to be the 
** Reſult of embarking together in the 
© fame Meaſures, and of being actu- 
e ated by the ſame Publick Spirit for 
e the Advancement of the Publick 
© Good.” To which they added, That 


ES OE IEEE 


* to remove all Grounds of Jealouſies | 


„ between them which had been un- 


** happily occaſion'd by his daring Ge- 


** nius, and the maſterly Enterprizes 


© he was always ready to go upon of 


c his own Head, it would be very 


& friendly in him to let them come in 


„ for their Turn of 8 with | 


& State Affairs, ſince otherwiſe, they 
% might be, in the Stations of States- 


«© men, reputed ſtrangers to Politicks.” | 
Such an unexpected Requeſt, put the | 


STAFF to a ſtand; however, ſince 
his Familiarity with Lord John Bull, 
and the many Bottles they had drank 
together without any Symptons of Diſ- 


content, it was readily agreed, that he | 


ſhould have proper Credentials to diſ- 


courk | 


- ST” 
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courſe with the Miniftry, and unrave 


the Deſign of the French King. But” 


Lord! how did this Ingenious and 
Quickſighted Nobleman ſtand amazed, 
and overcharg'd with Speculations, 
when he got into the Depth of his In- 
veſtigations. Here was ſuch a Scheme 
made known, ſoon after its firſt Forma- 
tion in the Embrio, of the Intellect, and 
ſuch an Advantage purpoſely receded 
from. There was a Contract to elude 
this Article of Commerce, Peace, and 
Here was ſuch a Loophole made by 
conſent to creep through, notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt Sacred, the moſt 
Obliging, and Solemn Oaths bound our 


Enemy to the Contrary. Whom could 


the Diſturber of the Publick Peace ob- 


tain theſe Conceſſions from, than him, 


that under Pretence of Promoting it, 
gave into Meaſures repugnant to its 
laſting Eſtabliſhment? Or whom did 
he make Diſcovery of, for a SAPPER 
of the Foundations of his own Nation- 
al Conſtitution, and a Retrafer of the 
Honour, Wealth, and Security of his 
Country, than him, that had taken 


upon him, excluſive of much better 
and more diſintereſted Underſtandings, 


to be their Support and Defence ? 
T Hence 


— — — * _ * _ — — 

— 15 — — - 4 m » ” 
r — 
N — * — LCs — <= — cd „ 


- 
- 
cow wh wa - - - * . 


Xx 4 2 * 2 


_ 


2 — = — 32 
—— — —BV 8 — 4 — —— S 
"PE, * * . — — i, A <a” N 
4. * 0 G _= < 


= - A 


— — 
- - — _ — 


— 
. 


— — 


1 

Hence it was that the Lord JO HN 
BULL and the PURSE, who had 
ſome Time before began to ſtagger in 
their Opinion of the STAFF, abated 
of their Familiarity, and Acted with 
ſomething of a Reſerve towards that 
great Officer: For notwithitanding 
they had in a great Meaſure concur'd 
with his Endeavours to bring about a 
Peace, they were for obtaining it a more 
noble Way, than by ſetting the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of their Country to 
Publick Sale, as was clearly ſeen to be 
done in this Conjuncture. 

For the STAFF had by his Agent 
Atty Brogue, who had croſs'd the Wa- 
ter ſeveral Times before the Articles 
were agreed on that were to be Preli- 
minary to the Peace, ſo given up the 
Trade of his Country to France, that 
the Terms upon which the future good 
Underſtanding between the two Na- 


tions were founded, ſeem'd rather to 
be given to Us by our Enemies, as if | 
they had Conquer'd Us, and not We 


them. But what will not a round Sum 
in hand do with a Perſon whoſe inſa- 
tiate Deſire of enriching himſelf and his 
Poſterity, makes all Things Vendible ? 
What an Aſcendant has not a * of 
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Two Thouſand Louis d' Ors, per Ann, Sc. 


upon a Man whoſe Penury of Soul con- 


tinues to crave, notwithſtanding the exi- 


* 
F 


nN . 
3 


gencies of his Circumſtances are more 


than ſufficiently provided for by a vaſt 
Eſtate? | 


Yet, notwithſtanding theſe manifeſt 


* AQts of Treachery which the STA FF 
had been clandeſtinly guilty of, they 
choſe rather, in Conlideration of their 
paſt Intimacy, to expoſtulate with him, 


and draw him off from the Precipice he 
was leading the Nation to, than to 


break with him; in hopes to recover 
him from the dangerous Steps he had 


taken, and to make him go over his 


Ground again with more Honeſty and 
Caution. But after what a manner 
did that Miniſter receive their kind 
and wholeſom Advice! He look'd up- 


on them with an Eye of Contempt, 
told them, © They were unequal to 


„ the Task they had taken upon 


4 
ee 


them; and not fit to teach him 
who was able to be a Counſellor to 
Counſellors. He upbraided them with 
Ingratitude, and made them to know, 
that as he had brought them into 
the good Graces of the Queen, fo he 
would cauſe the Rays of Royal Fa- 
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„„ 
* your to ſhine no more upon them, if 
« they offer'd to queſtion the Sagacity 


4 of his Conduct, or interfere, by any 


6 . e with the Meaſures he 


% had taken. 5 

Hereupon they ſaw it was to no pur- 
poſe to hold out their Hands to retrieve 
kim, and he was ſo deeply ſunk in the 


7 


7 
8 

5 
+ 
a 


Abyſs of Treachery and Pride, as to be 


inextricably loſt to all Senſe of Con- 


viction: Therefore, tho? they could not 
prevent the Peace from being ſigned, 
they did all that lay in their Power, 
that ſuch Conditions of it, (and thoſe 


were very few) that were for the Ad- 


vantage of their Country, ſhould take 
Effect. The entire Demolition of Duz- 


kirk, was not the leaſt of thoſe that ein- 


8 
& 
2 


ploy'd their Regard; and they oſten 
remonſtrated in Council againſt the De- 


lays and Obſtacles that were made, and 
raiſed on that Head. But the STAFF 


had, at that time, got Poſſeſſion of tlie 


Queen's Ear ſo much, that her Majeſty 
Would hear nothing in Prejudice of his 
Councils; which were turn'd anothet 
way, and directed to leſs publick Views, 
than Advantages that were National. 


All this while, inſtead of raſing the 
Fortifications of that Town, and cf 
filling 


| Mard ye. 


3 550 
filling up the Harbour, the French, as 
it were in Concert with the Bri 15 
Court, apply'd themſelves to the Build- 
ing and Digging others in a Place adja- 
cent; That when Dunkirk fhould, in 
Purſuance of the Treaty, be entirely 
demoliſh'd, only the Name ſhould be 
loſt, and the Strength of the Town re- 
vive in the Works that were erecting at 
Nor could the Two Patriots 
above-· mention d, with ſeveral of their 
Friends, hold themſelves any longer en- 
gag' d not to break out into open Hoſti- 
lities with the STAFF, on that and 


other Heads, 


For they not only ſaw that they 


| ſhould partake in the Shame of his 
: treacherous Counſels, ſhould they any 
longer hold their Tongues from in- 


veighing againſt the ruinous Coate- 
quences of them ; but were too well 
appriz'd of the Temper of the Man, 


that he would extricate himſelf out of 
any Difficulty which ſhould encompats 


him, at the Expence of his moſt intimate 
and deareſt Acquaintance. Nor was he 
backward in providing againſt their 
Endeavours, by ſtrengthening himſelf 


with new Partizans, and by making 


O vertures even to ſeveral ot the Old 
I Mi- 


666) 

Miniſtry, in particular to the General, 
whoſe Diſgrace and Baniſhment he had 
been the ſole Occaſion of. But whe- 
ther he or they.did nor dare to truſt 
a Man, who was incapable of being 
permanent in any one good Act any 
longer,than he engrofs'd the Advantage 
of it; or, whether he had incur'd their 
Hatred to ſuch a Degree, as to make 
them loath having any thing to do with 
him : Not one cloſed in with his Pro- 
poſals. Some needy Whigs indeed, 
whoſe Godlineſs was Gain, and thoſe 
inconſiderable for their Number, were 
made Proſelites, and drawn over to his 
Purpoſes at the wy. of the Publick 
Treaſure; but the Generality ſtood their 
Ground to a Miracle. 


What the STAFF had moſt at Heart, 


was to prevent the MITRE, who by 
his means had accepted of a Biſhoprick, 


from falling in with the Lord FO HN 
BULL, and the PURSE; He there- | 


fore was very aſſiduous with that Pre- 
late for his Intereſt, and like the Devil 
in the Goſpel, ſet before him all worldly 
Advantages, 70 fall down and worſhip him. 
But his Reply was of the ſame Nature, 
as that of, get thee behind me Satan. 
That truly Primitive and Apoſtolick 

Fa. 
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( 67) 
Father of the Church, would not bar- 
ter his Conſcience for an Augmentation 
of Kevenues, in exchange of his Honour, 
and the Duty he ow'd his Queen and 
Country; bur fairly told him, He muſt 


act after another manner, if he would have 


bim to come into his Meaſures: Which 


it being impoſſible for that Miniſter to 


do, the STAFF gave him alſo over 


for loſt, to all Intents and Purpoſes. 

- Afﬀairs running thus a croſs at home, 
tho” he ſtill retain'd his Miltreſs's Fa- 
vour! whom nothing but Demonftra- 
tion could wean from the implicit Be- 
liet ſhe had of his Fidelity ! the STAFF 
bethought himſelf of ſome Negociations 
abroad, to make his Antagoniſts turn 
their Eyes that way, and be leſs curi. 
ous in their Enquiries after his evil Pra- 
Ctices nearer at hand. In order to this, 
what did he, or ſomebody for kim,” bur 
ſo ſtir up the Coals of Diſſention in a 
neighbouring Kingdom, ſo exaſperate 
one Houſe of Parliament there againſt 
the other, and inflame the Populace 
againſt their Rulers, that the greateſt 
and beſt Man, that ever held the Great 
Seal there, had like to have been made 
a Sacrifice for his intrepid Probity, and 
fix d Obſervance of the Laws of God, 
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and his Country. And if a certain 


Great Man did not receive Orders there, 


as if from the Queen, for him to act 
otherwiſe than her Majeſty intended, 
Fame, that is very often a Lyar, is 
guilty of a notorious Untrutn. 
What Effects this Piece of Manage- 
ment in Jreland had upon the whole 


Frame of the Conſtitution there, and 


how long the Laws of the Land 
lay dormant, while Juſtice, that 1s 
always painted with her Eyes ſhur, 


might be emphatically faid to be aſleep; 


the Diſtractions in Dublin, and elſe- 
where, that were but of Yeſterday, 
will ſufficiently evince. In the City, 


their ancient Government ſeem'd to be 


inverted, and the proper Electors were 
not at Liberty to chuſe their own pro- 
per Officers. In the Country, People 
were frighted into Apprehenſions of the 
Lois of thoſe valuable Liberties that 
were purchas'd by their Anceſtors, and 
preſerv'd and ſecur'd to them by the 
late happy Revolution. In the Senate, 
Bickerings aroſe, inſtead of Loyal Con- 
tentions who ſhould be the greateſt Pro- 
moters of the Proteſtant Intereſt, or 
the heartieſt Aſſertors of true Chriſtian 
Liberty: In a Word, Sighs and Appre- 
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( 69') 
henſions were the Produce of every Part 
of the Country not inhabited by Bou- 
tefeus and Incendiaries, and Men of all 
Stations and Callings, that had at 
Heart the Conſervation of the publick 
Peace, or were ſollicitous for the publick 


 Wellfare, ſeem'd, as if loſt to all Hopes, 


under the melancholy Proſpe& of even 
worſe Attempts to be made on their 
Rights and Immunities. Nor did the 


Subjects ſuffer excluſive of the State: 


The Crown too was under a Neceſſity 
of coming in for its Share in the com- 
mon Loſs; for the Lower Houſe of 


Parliament were ſo irritated, by the 


Proceedings of ſome of the Upper, who, 


no doubt, had Inſtructions from the 


STAFF, to go on with their Altera- 
tions; that the neceſſary Funds, for 
their mutual Security, were not rais'd, 
and the Parliament was oblig'd to be 
Prorogued, before thoſe, who, had an 
Army at hand for their Defence in Ca 
of an Inſurrection, or Invaſion, ha 
Money to pay them their Subſiſtance. 
The STAFF had likewiſe other 
Cards to play at a greater Diſtance, 
where he ſtood in need of all his artful 
Diſguiſes, to keep himſelf from a Dif- 
covery. The Schiſm Bill was in Agi- 
| tation 


5 

tation at Weſtminſter, purpoſely brought 
in by the Intervention of the Mitre and 
Purſe, who foreſaw that only to be 
expedient to make that State Pro- 
teus ſhew himſelt in his true Colours, 
and ſtand a confirm'd Prodigy of Wick- 
ednefs, and Diſſimulation; he was now 
brought to this Dilema, either to joyn 
in the Meaſures that were taken to pro- 
mote the Paſſage of this falutary, this 
wholeſome Bill into an Act, or to de- 
clare againſt it. His Vindicator, in his 
Hiſtory of the Whize-Sraff, may ſay, 
he did neither, and remain'd in a per- 
fect State of Neutrality ; but there are 
thoſe among the Diſſenters, can teſtify; 
That he not only encourag'd his Kin- 
men and Dependents in both Houſes | 
to Vote againſt it, tho* his own Son 
had Orders to be Tooth and Nail for 
it, to keep his underhand Dealings from 
being diſcern d; nay, there are ſome 
that can make it apparent as the Noon 
Day, that he had the View of, and 
amended the Reaſons that were drawn 
up, and Printed, againſt. its obtaining 
the Sanction of Authority: All which 
Reaſons, with others that were num- 
berleſs, ſufficiently refuted and anſwer'd 
themſelves, according to the —_—_ 
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(71) 
Delicacy and Energy of Expreſſion, 
who convinc'd the Houſe, which they 
were laſt lodg'd in, of the Weaknets 


of them. Take his own Words, If 


Schiſm, ſaid he, be about indifferent 
Things, why ſhould Children be involved 
in thele Differences before they know what 
they are? If about Matters of the laſt 
Conſequence, the Difſenters have gone 


off from the firſ and chief Pretence, upon 


which a Tolleration was granted them If 
a Schiſm was unavoidable, becauſe of the 
Tenorance and Diſtractions of Forty One, 
why ſhould the Iniquity of thoſe Times 
be [quote by a Law, or that Law be 
made perpetual and unalterable ? If 


Schiſm was tollerated, on Account 0 


its Mortality, why ſhould it be allom'd 
the Priviledges of Monarchy, and go by 
Inheritance, ana Succeſſion ? 2 
But the Staff was like the deaf Ad- 
der, that hears not the Voice of the 
Charmer, charm he never ſo wiſely ; 


and made uſe of what was intended 


to be, (and muſt neceſlarily have that 
Conſequence,) for the Intereſt of the 
Proteſtant Succeſſion, as he gave out 
by his Emiſſaries at Home, and his 
Kn, at a certain Court, that the 
Pretender was at the Bottom of the 


Scheme, 


C / 
* 
rr 
* 
| 44 
» 
: 


(72) 
Scheme. By theſe means making it his Buſi- 
neſs to create Jealouſfies and Miſunderſtand- 
ings between the Throne, and thoſe that 
were to Succeed to it, at the ſame Time as he 
pretended to Diſſwade that very Prince who 
1s now next to it, to come over, and learn 
how to Defend the Prerogatives of it, and to 
Adorn it. | 
When, as if the Death of Schiſm was to be 
the Deſtruction of its chiefeſt Abettor and 
Promoter, the S:aff had the Mortification to 
ſee all his Iagratitude and baſe Deſigns 
laid open before Injured Majeſty, (who 
had the ſatis faction, to ſpurn him from 
her Preſence before ſhe was ſnatch'd hence 
from the Eyes and Heatts of her Loving Sub- 
jects, where her precious Memory will ever be 
entomb?'d) and to behold the ITK E and 
PURSE, even after their dear Miſtreſs's De- 
ceaſe, as much 1a Poſſeſſion of good Mens E- 
ſteem, as the STAFF is of their Hatred and 
Contempt : Further Reaſons for which, are 
amplc caough to ſwell another Volume, had 
the Wruer of this, either Leiſure or Paſſions 
enough io purſue "him, yet further, which 
perhaps he may do, when bis Time will Lon 
mit him. | 


FINIS. 
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